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Innovative single-component ink
for screen and pad printing

Printing inks must provide diverse attributes in line with the specific application,
including excellent adhesion, dishwasher safeness and resistance to a variety of
chemicals. These typically require the admixture of a hardener. Mara Tech MGO
from printing ink manufacturer Marabu is a single-component product for screen
and pad printing, described here by Markus Rodrigo and Jenifer Navarro Rubio.

One of the highlights unveiled by
printing ink manufacturer Marabu this
year is Mara Tech MGO baking ink
for screen and pad printing on glass
and metal. "The single-component
composition of this ink is unusual
for this field of application” explains
Markus Rodrigo, Product Manager for
Screen and Pad Printing at Marabu,
“In contrast to two-component ink
systems, there is no need to add a
hardener. As a result, fewer errors are
made when mixing the ink, the printing
process is more reliable and there are
fewer customer complaints. All in all, it
makes the printer's task much easier.”
The process is more user-friendly
and consistent (no need to mix the
ink, no pot life), facilitating stable and
profitable production. “MGO is ideal
for screen and pad printing alike and
helps minimise storage costs, as the
customer only requires a single ink
system for both methods™ says Markus
Rodrigo.

Mara Tech MGO is ideal for
soreen and pad printing alike.

The BPA-free formula makes Mara Tech MGO inks
suitable for printing on babies' bottles (image: Mara
Zemgalieta/Fotolia).

Broad range of applications

In addition to cost-effectivenass, a key
strength of this line is its broad range
of applications. Equally suitable for
screen and pad printing, the formula
for Mara Tech MGO is ideal for both
first and second surfaces, such as
container glass, flat glass, ceramics
and metals (even very thin anodised
aluminiumy, requiring high chemical
and mechanical resistance.

In particular, the inks are
universally suitable for personal care
products (eg perfume bottles, jars
for creams, lids and caps) and in the
food service industry {drinking glasses,
bottles, ashtrays). Other possible
substrates include glass for furniture,
touch panels and stainless steel panels
(manufacturer-tested under constant
climatic conditions over 48 hours).

Free from BPA for

sensitive applications

Demand for inks that are free from
bisphenol A (BFA) continues to
grow, not least since the use of the
compound in the manufacture of
babies' bottles throughout Europe
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Specialist screen printing on perfurmeny glasswans {image: shutterstock/Africa
Studio).

was banned in March 2011. In addition to its BPA-free
formula, Mara Tech MGO is scratch-resistant, rub-resistant
and ensures excellent adhesion, making it a good choice
for sensible products such as babies' bottles and medical
devices,

Attractive look and feel

The offering comprises a total of 17 basic shades, opaque
white, opaque black and a varnish. All colours can be
intermixed. The ink produces a highly opague finish, with
colours of exceptional brillance and gloss. For screen pn'ming_
tasks, Mara Tech MGO can be employed with all commercially
available fabrics and solvent-proof stencils. For pad printing, '
all commonly used clichés in ceramic, photopolymer or thin
and hardened steel (10 mm) are suitable. ®

Mara Tech MGO is a registered trademark of Marabu
GmbH & Co KG,

About the authors:

Markus Rodrigo is Product Manager Screen and Pad
Printing Inks and Jenifer Navarro Rubio is Marketing &
Communication Printing Inks at Marabu

Further information:

Marabu GmbH & Co KG, Tamm, Germany
tel: +49 71416910

email: rub@marabu.com

web:  www.marabu-inks.com
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